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YOUNG OFFENDERS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (RESEARCH INFORMATION) BILL 2010 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 25 November 2010. 

The SPEAKER: Deja vu—the member for Mindarie! 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [12.26 pm]: This legislation does not involve the commonwealth, and I will 
not talk about shield laws, Mr Speaker.  

I welcome the presentation of this bill before the chamber, and the Labor opposition supports the government’s 
bill. I would like to make a few comments about the Young Offenders Legislation Amendment (Research 
Information) Bill 2010 and the research to which it relates, if I may. I notice that the clock shows 60 minutes. Do 
I get an extension on 60 minutes?  

The SPEAKER: No!  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I am just joking.  

Mr C.C. Porter: I thought jokes were meant to be funny.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The Speaker nearly collapsed! 

Medical research is to the fore of public discussion in Australia this week, with the medical fraternity very 
concerned about medical research funding. This bill goes not so much to the funding of medical research, but to 
the provision of information that will add to that body of knowledge to allow the researchers to look at the 
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research development pathways project. The proposals contained in this bill to 
allow information on young offenders to be transmitted comes with safeguards that the Labor opposition is 
comfortable with. Of course, the Telethon research project started as long ago as 2003. It was instituted by 
Professor Fiona Stanley, and there have been some ad hoc arrangements with some information, if I may call it 
that, and this bill formalises and puts in place on a more secure and ongoing basis the protocols for the passing of 
young offenders’ records and the like to the research project. I attended a function last night of the McCusker 
Alzheimer’s Research Foundation and heard many of the medical researchers talking about the world-leading 
research into Alzheimer’s disease being conducted here in Western Australia. This state is at the leading edge of 
world research into Alzheimer’s disease and possible treatment modalities and protections. Just on that, I should 
add—if I am permitted to add—that last night the professor was urging us all to have a good hard look at 
antioxidants as they are showing up as a method of protecting oneself against the onset of Alzheimer’s disease. 
They are undertaking some brilliant world-leading research on the use of testosterone for the treatment and 
stabilisation of Alzheimer sufferers. I say that only in passing because, due to the high calibre of very dedicated 
doctors in Western Australia, we are developing world-leading research centres and areas of study in the medical 
field in Western Australia. All Western Australians can be proud of that fact. Of course, I am the very, very 
grateful beneficiary of some of that research into T cell lymphoma, which research started at the Peter 
MacCallum Cancer Centre in Melbourne and is now being undertaken at the cancer centre at Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital. From firsthand experience, I know what a wonderful job our research scientists are doing in 
Western Australia. This bill that the Attorney General has brought before Parliament will only enhance the roles 
and abilities of our medical researchers into this particular area of study. The Labor opposition commends this 
government’s legislation to the chamber. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr C.C. Porter (Attorney General), and transmitted to the Council. 
 


